I. Introduction
In response to a growing sensitivity concerning the protection of the environment, international environmental law has in recent years been faced with a proliferation of multilateral treaties. International environmental law is in a stage of progressive development; new international treaties respond to modern insights on the existence and nature of threats to the environment. As a result of the growing number of new and existing agreements environmental instruments often overlap with regard to their subject and scope. When addressing certain issues the agreements' underlying philosophy and objectives may differ as well as actions taken or envisaged thereunder. Although this lack of coherency was to be expected, however, mitigation measures or efforts to prevent future overlaps and potential collisions are underdeveloped.
The following article does not intend to deal with the subject in general but focuses on the specific interplay of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea of 1982 1 and the Convention on Biological Diversity of 1992. The existing discrepancies and gaps may create problems concerning an effective conservation and management of marine life. The scope of both instruments overlaps to some extent as far as marine living resources are concerned. However, principles, objectives and approaches concerning management and conservation differ.
The protection of genetic resources with a view to maintaining genetic diversity and the sampling of genetic resources for scientific reasons is not directly addressed by the Convention on the Law of the Sea. Whether the regime on living resources includes the regulation of marine genetic resources is subject to some argument. The protection of living resources from over-exploitation indirectly protects the respective genetic resources. As unsustainable fisheries can reduce genetic diversity by changing population characteristics, the protection of sustainable yields indirectly promotes the genetic variability of the targeted species. Yet, as the Convention refers to living resources with the implicit meaning of fisheries or in a conservation sense, microbial genetic diversity in the deep sea-bed like those organisms found in hydrothermal vents might be outside the Convention's ambit. Hence, an unknown variety of marine genetic resources would not even indirectly be protected by the Convention. From the perspective of substantial environmental protection as to some extent provided for in the Convention on the Law of the Sea, one can argue in favour of a generally inclusive interpretation. Apart from that, the provisions on marine scientific research may be able to add to a system of management of genetic resources.
Several authors having approached the problem of management and conservation of marine genetic resources, so far, have argued that neither the Convention on the Law of the Sea nor the Convention on Biological Diversity provide adequate protection for genetic resources of the high seas or of the international deep sea-bed and its subsoil and that the international community should take respective actions. 
